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AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM, ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING AUTHORITY REPORT— 
NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM – LITERACY AND NUMERACY 2011 

Statement by Minister for Education 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [9.08 am]: Every year since 2008 Western 
Australian students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9 have been assessed on the same days using national tests in reading, 
writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation, and numeracy. The results from the National Assessment Program –
 Literacy and Numeracy, or NAPLAN, allow governments to put resources where they are most needed, allow 
teachers to monitor the development of individual students and therefore tailor learning programs to their needs, 
and enable parents to keep track of their child’s progress. 

Last week the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority released a summary report into this 
year’s results, and I am happy to report to the house that Western Australian students are continuing to improve 
their achievements in numeracy and literacy. It is pleasing to look at our performance compared to that of other 
states. We continue to build on the gains made in Western Australia since the inception of NAPLAN in 2008. 
Our students are continually improving, and while there is still some work to be done to ensure that all Western 
Australian students perform at the level they need to in order to be successful at school, this year’s achievements 
are worth highlighting. 

This year Western Australian school students recorded their highest ever rankings in the NAPLAN tests. 
Western Australia was ranked fourth in the country in 12 of the 20 assessments, fifth in six assessments and sixth 
in two. This is a pleasing result, considering the challenges that we face in education in this vast state.  

There have been significant improvements in Western Australian students’ literacy and numeracy scores this 
year. In fact, our students made the biggest improvements in the nation. I would like to congratulate students and 
teachers on their efforts in concentrating on the education staples of literacy and numeracy and ensuring that 
students’ skills in these areas meet the standards that are necessary for success at school and later into adult life. 

Western Australia’s ranking improved in 12 of the assessments and remained constant in the other eight. We 
rank only behind New South Wales, Victoria and the Australian Capital Territory in the majority of tests, which 
demonstrates the quality of the education that Western Australian students receive. The percentage of WA 
students in the highest band of scores at each year level continues to increase in every test, and for the first time, 
the means and percentages of Western Australian students at or above the national minimum standards were 
higher than the all-Australian results for three of the assessments of year 7 reading, writing and numeracy. This 
is a key indicator of our progress. This government will continue to oversee key education reforms and prioritise 
resourcing where needed in order to support continued improvements in the most vital education areas of literacy 
and numeracy. 
 


